
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
FEBRUARY 17, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Bob Berbee at 7:01 p.m.

Members present: Carrie Milroy, Betty Brewer, Steve Prothero, Bob Berbee, Emma Romine.
JR Rausch and Avanelle Oberlin- excused.

Others Present: Michael Andrako, Brodie Rockenbaugh, Laura Michalak

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from January 20, 2015 were approved as submitted.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako handed out a copy of the Capital Improvement
Plan, and explained he would keep updating it for Parks & Rec. to use for their Capital Plan. Mr. 
Andrako gave them an update on 2014 funds.  

Report of Parks Superintendent: Mr. Rockenbaugh said we have hired a fulltime maintenance 
worker, Sean Levings, so we are back up to full staff. With the weather being like it is, we have 
been able to start attending training sessions. Mr. Rockenbaugh and Ms. Michalak attended the 
Ohio Parks and Recreation Association conference in Sandusky. It brought back a lot of ideas 
and good for networking. Chad Morris attended the Tree Care Conference in Dayton. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh will be attending the certified pool and spa operator license in Toledo at the end of
March. The ORW program continues to benefit the Parks and Grounds department, mainly with 
the treatment of snow and ice throughout our parks. 

Mr. Rockenbaugh said they placed more mulch in the swingset areas like Mr. Prothero 
mentioned before it froze.  Mr. Rockenbaugh said they will begin working on the restrooms at 
Lewis Park. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator:  Ms. Michalak said she has been working on the 
event sponsorship program.  Last month she sent out 70 invitations for sponsorships, right now 
we have $23,000.00 committed in sponsorship funds, we have personally collected over $9,000 
of that and our goals is over $35,000.00. She had a meeting with the pool staff last week, and she
will be working to schedule the training sessions that are needed from Fire and the Police 
Department. She has reviewed all the contracts for Music on Main and it is ready to go. We have
completed our field scheduling for baseball, softball and cricket games. 

Ms. Michalak said one of the ideas that stuck with her from the training that she and Mr. 
Rockenbaugh went to was a Senior Games/Olympics. It seems to very popular throughout Ohio. 
She thinks it is an activity that would fit in great in our community.

Ms. Michalak encouraged everyone to come to the opening of Partners Park on May 29th at 
approximately noon. She mentioned that there will be a ribbon cutting on March 20th at 11:30am.



Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Mr. Berbee said he went to Mill Valley Central and Mill Valley South, there was no activity at 
the parks. 

Ms. Milroy asked if the Mill Creek sign where the kiosk is located is still being used? Mr. 
Rockenbaugh said we do use it throughout the year, to post when pesticides are being used in the
area. She would like it touched up it is looking pretty old. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated he would like
to have a park map and current events that are taking place in the park. She also wanted to 
mention the path that goes up to Amrine Mill Road is in bad shape. Mr. Rockenbaugh said yes it 
is still used and will probably be used more when the culvert project is done on Amrine Mill 
Road.  

She said Schwartzkopf Park where was a pole that was cut off and had pretty jagged edges. She 
asked if the Dog Park will have a sign to show where it is. Mr. Andrako said yes, we are actually 
in the process of redoing the signs. 

Ms. Brewer said her parks were snow covered and no activity.

Ms. Romine said the Trinity sign is deteriorating, and her other two parks were snow covered.

Mr. Prothero reported on his parks (audio was not loud enough to pick up comments).

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items: None.

Agenda Items:

Discuss the 2016-2020 5-year Capital Plan. Mr. Berbee said there is not much to discuss until 
they tour the parks in April. Mr. Prothero asked if there is a date in April? Ms. Milroy asked if 
they could do the park tour in March, because she thinks waiting in April gives less time. Mr. 
Berbee said we usually start at 6pm. Mr. Prothero asked if they could do it on a Saturday. Mr. 
Berbee said ok. 

They are going to check with the other members that were absent, and get a confirmation on a 
date and sent it out. This tour will replace the March meeting. March 21, 2015 at 9:00am 
meeting here at City Hall to tour the parks. Ms. Milroy said she will contact Mr. Rausch about 
transportation. 

Mr. Berbee said after the tours this will be easier to update the Capital Plan.

Ms. Milroy brought up questions about funding for the slide at the pool, restrooms at Mill 
Creek, and playground equipment in Mill Valley South. These are all items that there is not 
enough funding in the budget to complete. She asked if the restrooms in Mill Creek is a project 
that is going to happen, it has been a to-do project for the last four years, we still cannot decide 
where we are going to put them.  Mr. Andrako said he will look at the site and see if they can 
come up with a design. 



Ms. Milroy discussed the playground equipment at Mill Valley South, and what options they 
have. Mr. Rockenbaugh said it is not just about the play structure, it is bringing in the natural 
landscape around the structure into the structure. 

Comments of Citizens: None.

Comments of Individual Commissioners:

Mr. Berbee said he and his wife looked into holding a Maple Syrup festival. Is there any around 
or is that something we could do? Mr. Berbee was thinking about Legion Park. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh said there is not a lot of sugar maple trees over there but there are a lot of sugar 
maples in Altersgate Park in the woods. 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m.


