
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
JUNE 16, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Bob Berbee at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: JR Rausch, Carrie Milroy, Steve Prothero, Bob Berbee, Betty Brewer, 
Avanelle Oberlin. Emma Romine- Excused.

Others Present: Michael Andrako, Laura Michalak, Michelle Nicol

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from May 19, 2015 were approved as submitted.

Report of Public Service Director:

Mr. Andrako said the Dog Park is really moving along, the grass started to come in. We are 
hoping for an early August opening. We have some benches coming in this week. He needs to 
finish the signage, the Dog Park will have a new style sign. All the parks signs will be updated to
the new styled. He said they will be doing a little marketing of the dog park and will be taking 
the name Bark Park to Council, so they can officially accept it.

He said after the last meeting we decided we would use the $30,000 setback for the slide and add
 it on to the $25,000 already budgeted for Mill Valley South Playground. When combining those 
two we can install an ADA playground at Mill Valley South. He asked the company to come up 
with an ADA design (with ramps and lower levels). The company came back with two 
renderings and Mr. Andrako shared them with the group.  He said they both have all 
recommendations asked by the Harold Lewis. 

Mrs. Milroy asked if there would be an access path to the playground from the parking lot. Mr. 
Andrako answered yes. Mr. Berbee asked about a grant for the playground equipment. Mr. 
Andrako said yes there is a grant we could apply for but, we have not applied for any grants for a
while. He would like to move forward on the project instead of waiting until next year. Mrs. 
Milroy asked about a sponsor for the equipment. Mr. Andrako said the potential sponsor decided 
to look somewhere else, so there will be no sponsor. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator:

Ms. Michalak asked how many attended the first Uptown Friday night event. She said they had a
great turn out for the first event, close to 1,000 people. The next Friday night event will be June 
19th. She said they are estimating a crowd similar in size to the first event. She said we have 14 
food vendors, 30 other vendors and 9 wineries attending. She said the Walk a Mile in Her Shoes 
is also taking place that Friday night.

She said Music on Main has started, it is on Thursday evenings when we do not have an Uptown 
Friday night event. There will not be a Music on Main during the week of the Union County 
Fair. We have been averaging a couple hundred people to these events. There are two food 
vendors present at Music on Main.



She said the pool is up and running. She received an email from the pool manager last Thursday 
stating they had sold over $950.00 in concession sales and almost $3,000.00 at the front desk  for
admissions.

She said volleyball is in mid-session and she is already receiving signs up for the next session. 
We are behind on the co-ed basketball team, we are hoping to get one more team and start next 
Tuesday. 

Mr. Rausch said Mill Valley opened up a pool and we opened up a splash pad but sales are still 
solid, right? Ms. Michalak said yes, we have issued 688 season passes this year, last year only 
412 passes were sold. 

Report of Parks Superintendent:

Mr. Andrako said Mr. Rockenbaugh is spraying for mosquitos every two weeks in the parks and 
along the Jim Simmons Trail. He said one of Mr. Rockenbaugh’s staff members come in around 
10:00pm and spray through the night. Mr. Rockenbaugh does post signs in the parks before its 
sprayed.

Mr. Andrako said McCarthy Park shelter is coming along nicely. With regard to Lewis Park 
restrooms, we took an additional appropriation to Council to get approval to move the additional 
money needed to complete the restrooms. He said after the three readings, we can pull the 
purchase order and get started on the project as soon as possible. We are currently installing the 
man door now, which was with a different contractor.

Mr. Rockenbaugh reported that the parks have been busy this summer with baseball 
tournaments, which brings a lot of people to the area. He also added Partners Park is busy as 
well. 

Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Mr. Rausch has Aldersgate, Jim Simmons Trail and Shalom Park. He was just at Aldersgate and 
it looks great, the pond does have a little muck in the one end. He spent a little time on the trail, 
but did not make it all the way. The trail looks good, especially where they are making natural 
habitats. 

Mr. Berbee went to McCloud Park and there was a Master Gardener cleaning up, which looks 
good. He drove by the City pool and the park, the pool was busy and there were about a dozen 
kids playing in the park. 

Mrs. Milroy said Lewis Park, she noticed they killed a lot of the weeds in the gravel. She asked if
they put fresh gravel down during the summer. Mr. Andrako said typically we do and asked if it 
needed gravel. Mrs. Milroy said she was not sure because of all the weeds out there and it looks 
like it was widened. She said the Reservoir looks well, it was hot and there needs to be some 
shade. 



Ms. Brewer said Mill Valley South and Central Parks look very nice and are well used, 
especially the South Park. The ball diamonds and the soccer fields were mowed and well-taken 
care of. 

Mrs. Oberlin did not remember which parks she was responsible for checking. She issued her 
concern for activities for seniors to do in the park. She felt that Eljer Park was a great place to 
put senior amenities with the proximity to the new senior center. Mrs. Milroy said they have the 
path at Eljer Park and she has seen people walking their dogs. Mr. Berbee asked Ms. Oberlin, if 
she knew what parks she had. Ms. Brewer gave her a copy of the list.

Mr. Prothero has Schwartzkopf Park, Millcreek Park and Dog Park. He said the day he went to 
Schwartzkopf Park and there was a family having a picnic there. He drove up to the Dog 
Park/Bark Park and it was a great place to put this park a lot of land. He asked if they were still 
going to separate the small dogs from the large dogs. Mr. Andrako answered yes, the small dog 
area is two acres and the large dog area is four acres. Mr. Prothero and Mr. Andrako talked about
the stipulations/rules that were being considered.

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items:

Mrs. Michelle Nicol said she lives right behind Lewis Park. She brought pictures, but would like 
to know if the City could try to clean up the park a little more. She said there is a fence that goes 
around it and it faces her backyard. Her view is the tennis courts from her backyard. She said 
they had to put up a privacy fence because they had kids coming through the gate into her 
backyard and throwing sticks at their dogs. She said there is a section over by the tennis courts 
that the weeds are overgrown. She is requesting the City clean this area up. Mr. Andrako said he 
will have Mr. Rockenbaugh give her a call.  She also made the suggestion of putting up a bench 
on each side of the track because when people walk the track there is now where to sit down. She
said there is hardly any seating over there. Mr. Andrako said we will look into it. Mrs. Milroy 
asked if people are still using the bleachers at the Park. Mrs. Nicol said that there are several 
people playing basketball at night and there are a lot of kids playing on the playground.  She said
with no benches, there is no place for parents to sit and watch their kids play.  

Agenda Items:

Discuss the 2016-2020 5-year Capital Plan.

Mr. Berbee asked if Ms. Oberlin or Ms. Brewer if they had a chance to review the changes they 
made to the Capital Plan. They answered yes. Mr. Berbee asked if anyone thought Council 
would have an issue with the changes that were made to the plan. Mr. Rausch commented no. 

Mr. Rausch made a motion to approve the five year capital plan as printed, Mrs. Milroy 
seconded it. Everyone voted in favor of approving the five year capital plan.

Mr. Rausch explained to Ms. Brewer and Ms. Oberlin the next step would be the plan goes to 
Finance Committee and they will review it. It then goes to the City Administration as they 



prepare their budget. He said Parks & Rec. operate in an advisory role. If the City 
Administration feels that there are not enough funds then they will make changes. He said we 
are trying really hard to work the Administration. 

Ms. Oberlin asked if once the money is appropriated to a certain park, does it have to be spent 
on that certain park or can it be moved around and used when/where needed. Ms. Oberlin said 
some organizations say once the money is there the money has to be used for that reason, if it is 
not then it goes back to a general fund. Mr. Rausch said in 2016, 2017 and 2018 we had money 
allotted for different parks and playground equipment. When Mr. Rockenbaugh went out and 
did an assessment of all the playground equipment. He prioritized it and it did not match what 
we had. We were able to go in this time and match the money to his priority list. He said if 
something happens and a piece of equipment gets worse than what Mr. Rockenbaugh thought 
we can go in a move the money into that spot. Ms. Oberlin asked if we will be keeping track of 
each equipment and how old it is and how many times it has been repaired. The information 
would let us know where the money will need to be spent next time. Mr. Andrako said when we
replace equipment we are notating a lot of that information. Mr. Andrako said we looked at the 
old equipment and had a hard time finding out when they were installed. Mr. Rausch said Mr. 
Andrako is a very detailed person and likes to have things organized. 

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners:

Mr. Rausch said for those of you that have not had a chance to go to Partners Park, every event 
has been phenomenal. Ms. Michalak, you are doing a great job over there even without the 
grass. 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:54 p.m.


