
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
JULY 21, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Bob Berbee at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: JR Rausch, Steve Prothero, Bob Berbee, Betty Brewer, Avanelle Oberlin, 
Emma Romine. Carrie Milroy- execused

Others Present: Michael Andrako, Brodie Rockenbaugh, Jason Stanford, Julie Jones, Dixie 
Bowen, Doug Matthews, Eric Herzog

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from June 19, 2015 were approved as submitted.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako gave out a copy of the design for the Mill 
Valley playground structure. He spoke with Jennifer Sherrick with Harold Lewis, who attended 
the meeting a month ago. Harold Lewis did do the survey. If you want to look at it he can share it
with you. He said the three biggest requests were rubber surfaces, some type of fence and ramps. 
He wanted the opinions of the Parks & Rec Commission before ordering, because it is using 
Capital funds. Mr. Berbee asked if it was a rubber mat or rubber mulch. Mr. Andrako said it was 
a rubber mat and we will put a fence around it, which would act like a boundary. Mrs. 
Richardson mentioned her concerned to Mr. Andrako that it was not big enough to hold a lot of 
children. Mr. Andrako explained to her that we could add to it.

The dog park is tentatively set to open on August 6, 2015. For the opening, we are thinking about
a small ribbon cutting and then the park will be open to the public afterwards. He said the park 
sign is up, if anyone has stopped out there to look at them. The rules signage should be installed 
soon. He said the park will police its self, it will not be staffed. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator: Mr. Andrako read Ms. Michalak report. She said 
that session one of the co-ed volleyball wrapped up last weekend with Big Fish winning. Session
two starts August 6th. Basketball is finally underway since it was rained out for the first three 
weeks of the session. 

Music on Main is averaging between 150-200 people per event. That event is every Thursday 
except when there is a Friday night event. They are thinking of shorting the time of the event, 
since the 8:00pm to 9:00pm hour is when everyone seems to be leaving. There are three shows 
left for the season. 

The pool got off to a great start but the weather has played havoc with the attendance numbers. 
She reported they are still selling a season pass or two, so if you are interested in a season pass 
they are still available.

Park shelters have been book solid every weekend, we are starting to see more people at the 
pavilion across the street. 



The last Friday Night Uptown is going to be August 7, 2015 sponsored by Coughlin Automotive 
with music by the Groove. She encouraged everyone to attend. 

Report of Parks Superintendent: Mr. Rockenbaugh said July 4th was a busy time, we spent a 
lot of time preparing Legion Park and concert in the park. He said with all the rains we have been
a little bit behind on mowing and trimming. They have been spraying weekly for mosquitos, and 
have been receiving comments on how well the spraying has been doing. They put the 
monuments up at Partners Parks. Brickman continues mowing at Oakdale. 

They worked the day in the Park, which had a great turn out. He is at full staff right now.

Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Mr. Berbee said McCloud Park, the Master Gardeners did a great job. He drove by the pool and 
through Legion Park and it looked fine, there was a lot of activity there. 

Mrs. Oberlin went to McCarthy Park, she said they had mowed a wide path. She was interested 
to find two little foot bridges, and no mosquitos. She said there are several trees that were dead, 
and wondered if there are sawmill plants that would like to come remove them. She said there 
were a couple of people playing basketball. She did notice that the slide has not been used lately. 
Shelter house looked finished, the two picnic tables were pushed together. 

She also visited Partners Park. It is a blessing to Marysville. Whoever is responsible for this idea 
needs commended. Mr. Andrako explained that it was Mayor Gore’s vision. 

(Audio was soft and could not hear what Mrs. Brewer said about her parks)

Ms. Romine said Greenwood Park and Butterfly Park looked good. At Trinity Park, the sign is 
getting worse. Mr. Andrako said we are prioritizing which parks we would like to replace the 
signage. With Trinity Park being a small park it will not be top on list, but they will fix the sign. 
She mentioned running on the Jim Simmons Trail and a couple kids that have four wheelers 
riding down the trail and it being hazardous. Mr. Andrako said they are not to be riding down 
those paths. Mr. Rockenbaugh said they will get some signage out there. 

Mr. Prothero said all his parks look good. (His comments were unable to be heard on the audio)

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items: Julie Jones with the Master Gardeners spoke about 
McCloud Park and it is not being used because people cannot get there. She said they would love
to have some parking for this park, and hold some events at the park to bring awareness of the 
park. Master Gardeners has set aside $1,500 to partner with the City to do something for the 
park.  There are some railroad ties that need attention in the park. Mr. Berbee agreed that the 
Park needs something. Mr. Rockenbaugh agreed that the park does need something. She 
suggested moving the playground equipment to the park, which might be a less expensive idea. 



Agenda Items:

Discuss the Trail and Greenway Master Plan: Mr. Stanford gave a presentation to the Parks 
and Recreation Commission. (See attached information packet that was handed out). 

Mrs. Oberlin moved to support the Trail and Greenway Master Plan to be reviewed by Council. 
It was approved unanimously. 

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners:

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:27 p.m.


