
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
NOVEMBER 17, 2015

The meeting was called to order by Bob Berbee at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Steve Prothero, Bob Berbee, Betty Brewer, Avanelle Oberlin, Carrie Milroy, 
Emma Romine and J.R. Rausch

Others Present: Michael Andrako, Amanda Morris, Brodie Rockenbaugh

Approval of Minutes: The minutes from September 22, 2015 were approved as submitted.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako reported the concession window has been 
installed and the restroom construction is ongoing at Lewis Park and the work should be 
complete by the end of the year and that should be the end of our 2015 projects. The 2016 
projects were approved and Council did not have too many questions on the parks related items. 
He explained that the Parkland Fund will be supplemented by the General Fund this year.  Mr. 
Rausch explained that Council sees the plan through the budget and we have the final reading on 
the budget this Thursday. Mr. Andrako is going to try and get the slide installed or started to be 
installed so Mrs. Morris can start selling pool passes and advertising the slide. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator: Mr. Berbee welcomed Mrs. Morris back. Mrs. 
Morris said that the Permeant Part-time position was advertised thought Human Resource last 
week. This position will help with recreational events, the pool and other details that we have 
seen service through the last few years. 

The Christmas walk will be the Monday, November 30th after Thanksgiving. She said we 
received the application today on how they are going to close the area. She said they are not 
going to close the streets, Fifth and Main will be open and active during the event. They will be 
doing it just mainly on the sidewalks, like they have done for Scarysville.

The Christmas parade is December 6, 2015 at 2pm, and it is hosted by the Elks. It will be the 
same route has it has been for several years. Anyone who would like to be a part of the parade 
will need to contact Dean Cook. 

We have already installed the Christmas lights on top of City Hall, and the garland and the 
snowflakes will be installed today, and we will still need to put lights up on the pavilion. The 
City has purchased an 18 foot self-standing tree that will be placed on the splash pad area. That 
will be this year’s City Christmas tree. We will light everything up at the Christmas Walk. 

She will be attending the Ohio Parks leadership summit Wednesday and Thursday.

Report of Parks Superintendent: Mr. Rockenbaugh explained that they have been busy 
winterizing the pool and parks. They have been dealing with leaf clean up. Trees were added 
along the trail where they were removed. 



Hatfield Corners Park was opened, which did pose a little bit of trouble. We found foundation 
when we were trying to install the fence.  We added some swings that have been repaired over at 
Eljer Park and Schwarzkopf Park.  

We did a controlled burn over at the Jim Simmons Trail, which worked out well with the 
cooperation of the Fire Department and they took care of it for us. 

Mr. Rausch asked if we could delay turning water off at the Dog Park. Mr. Rockenbaugh said 
yes, we can delay turning the water off until later. 

Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Mrs. Oberlin asked if the Dog Park would be open all year round. Mr. Andrako and Mr. Rausch 
answered yes. 

Mr. Berbee went to McCarthy Park and notice that Delmar tree removal has been busy. The park
itself looked good.  Mr. Rockenbaugh explained that this area is home to the Indiana brown bat, 
which is endangered and we will be trying to keep as much habitat for them as possible. 

Mr. Berbee looked at Eljer Park and everything looked fine. He did notice a double swing 
missing. Mr. Rockenbaugh explained that the swing had been vandalized. 

Partners Park looks great, he thinks the ferns are maybe done.

Ms. Romine explained that Greenwood, Trinity and Butterfly Parks look good. She asked if there
was anything that can be done with the signs at the park. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated that they had 
fixed it at one time and they will be replacing signs. 

Mrs. Oberlin explained she has been driving by Aldersgate Park, and from the road it looks nice. 
She does not go down the Jim Simmons Trail but her son does, and he thinks it looks good. 

Ms. Brewer reported she heard the Master Gardener’s planted over 1,000 bulbs in McCloud 
Park. Mr. Rockenbaugh added that will be nice looking in the spring. 

Mr. Prothero has Lewis Park and the Reservoir. He asked if we were still on track for the 
equipment replacement in 2016 in Lewis Park. Mr. Rockenbaugh answered yes. The walk that 
you go up to the Reservior that is gravel, looks like for boats. Is there allowed to be boats out 
there yet. Mr. Andrako explained that the idea is to build a new paved path up to allow the traffic
for the boats to get in the reservoir, which will be twice as wide as it is now.

Mr. Rockenbaugh explained that Michelle Nicol, who attended one of the meetings was 
concerned about the brush. He said this has been taken care of and she was pleased with the 
work.  



Mrs. Milroy has Mill Valley South. She likes the new playground structure and she asked about 
the fencing. Mr. Rockenbaugh said that the fence will be going up this spring. She asked if we 
could paint the door on the restroom at the park.

Mr. Rockenbaugh explained that we will be moving the bleachers from Mill Valley South to Mill
Valley Central. 

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items:

Agenda Items:

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners:

Mrs. Oberlin that the Community/Seasoned Citizens are having ribbon cutting Monday, 
November 23, 2015 from 2-4pm, where the Little Tony’s pizza is located. They have started 
lectures at the Stem school and seems to be accepted well. She also commented about the splash
pad, it has brought people downtown. It is the best thing that Marysville has done in a while. 

Mrs. Milroy thanked Mr. Berbee for his service to the committee.

Mr. Rausch asked about the December meeting. Mrs. Milroy asked if Council will please find a 
replacement for Mr. Berbee’s position. He also announced that his term is up and they will get 
the assignments for Committee after Mayor and Vice Mayor are decided. 

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 7:35p.m.


