
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
JANUARY 19, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Carrie Milroy at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Steve Prothero, Carrie Milroy, and Scott Ross.
Emma Romine, Betty Brewer, Avanelle Oberlin, and Mark Reams- Excused.

Others Present: Michael Andrako, Amanda Morris, Brodie Rockenbaugh, Kane Godfrey

Reorganization: Tabled until the February meeting since there was not a majority present.

Approval of Minutes: Approval of the minutes for the November meeting was tabled until the 
February meeting.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako reported Lewis Park restrooms was completed
at the end of 2015. He said they do plan on doing a master plan update at some point this year. 
He said they will redo the survey that is in the master plan during the 2016 season.  Mr. 
Rockenbaugh will be discussing programing during his report. He is going to offer educational 
programs throughout our parks. 

Mr. Andrako reported the work that was done on the Jim Simmons Trail due to the unseasonably
warm winter. The parks have greatly benefited from the work, only cost is in the stone. Mr. 
Andrako took before Council two possible grants (which we will only be granted one) to apply 
for to help with the paving of the trail. He is also working on the section between Main Street 
and Maple (which is blue on the attached map). 

Mr. Andrako handed out a flyer of what the pool slide will look like. The slide has been ordered 
and they said it will be 12 weeks before it comes in. The company said they hope to get the slide 
in prior to the opening of the pool, but if not it will not delay the opening of the pool. The City 
will have a spiral staircase. It will be come out in the three foot section, so kids will not need to 
pass the swim test in order to use the slide. 

Mr. Andrako reported on the ramp improvements at the Reservoir on Raymond Road. This is a 
grant we received from ODNR, we are trying to stay within the money that we were given. There
will be sixteen places for boats and two way access up and down the ramp. The grant cannot be 
used for any additional parking spaces. There will be stairs leading up to the ramp and ADA 
parking at the top as well. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator: Mrs. Morris introduced Kane Godfrey as the 
newest member of the Events/Recreation team. He will be attending the meetings that Mrs. 
Morris is unavailable to attend. He will be helping with all the event needs, but also cross over 
with some of the programing Mr. Rockenbaugh is going to do in the parks as well. 

Mrs. Morris reported she has been actively working on the activity guide and is taking a little 
different approach and her hope is to be completed with the design by the end of the month. She 



hopes to be ready to print by the end of March to start getting the word out to the community. 
She said they have confirmed most of the music for the summer and has the uptown Friday night 
dates set. Music on Main based on feedback from last year, will be switched to Wednesday this 
year. Legends at Legion might sound like a new program but it is the concert in the park series 
with a new name. 

Mrs. Morris reported that Mr. Godfrey, Mr. Rockenbaugh and she have finished the field 
scheduling meeting with the baseball and softball, Thursday they will be meeting with the 
football and soccer. Field usage is at an all-time high. 

Report of Parks/Grounds Superintendent- Mr. Rockenbaugh said we have been working on 
the trail maintenance, we have been working on getting the Ash trees removed. We will be 
having brush piles to protect the wildlife and song birds while they are out. He said we will make
sure the routes to school are safe, then parking lots and Jim Simmons Trail get plowed. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh was approached by the Vo-Ag teacher at Marysville High School after she 
attended a conference with the FFA and talked about the pollination incentive about encouraging
pollinator habit environment. He said we have always purchased annuals off the Colors of Spring
program at the High School. He said this year they will be growing milk weed for us to plant in 
the Parks. 

Mr. Rockenbaugh put together a list of the programs that will be happening throughout the area, 
and we need to finalize some of these ideas. One program is a winter tree identification, and we 
will hold a couple night hikes in the spring and fall. He said we will talk about fishing passport. 
He also mentioned a night hike to coincide with the full moon, where we would start at the dog 
park and walk to the prairie out by the Jim Simmons Trail.  

Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Mrs. Milroy said the question at Legion Park is where the steps are coming down to the pavilion,
is there anything to address the old stone steps and railing. Mr. Rockenbaugh said this park has 
not changed much in 20-30 years, but he thought that they do not need the steps and railing. He 
said there will be work done in the spring to make that area look nice. Mrs. Milroy asked about 
the grills in parks, if they were going to be replaced because they were starting to look bad. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh explained that they have started replacing some of the grills in the parks. He just 
ordered more grills in December. 

Mr. Prothero said he has not been able to make it to his parks.

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items:

Agenda Items:

1) Lewis Park Playground replacement – Mr. Andrako reported this project was on the 
2016 Capital Improvements Plan and McCarthy Park playground replacement was on the 
plan for next year. He is requesting we swap the years for the playground replacement 
McCarthy in 2016 and Lewis in 2017. The reason is the location was difficult to access, it



was down in a hole and shaded. The equipment does not last as long and it gets dirty, the 
sun does not get to dry it off and it is difficult to maintain. We had a resident suggest that 
we move it up adjacent to the path as it goes past the basketball courts it would on the 
north side and the basketball courts would be on the south side. Looking at the equipment
at Lewis Park it is aging but still maintainable. Since moving McCarthy Park would make
it have more access to it. The equipment would be visible and easy to maintain. Mr. 
Andrako thought the request to change the two parks was something they would like to 
bring to Parks & Rec and move forward with at this time. 

Mrs. Milroy asked what would be done with the bottom area, if they move the 
playground structure. Mr. Rockenbaugh said it would be a natural play area, and we 
would keep up with the path because it is still being used. 

Mrs. Milroy and Mr. Prothero agreed in the change for the parks.

2) Eljer Park Improvements- Mr. Andrako explained that the committee put $15,000 in 
the budget for improvements. He was trying to figure out what to do with the 
information. He was thinking about applying for the nature works grant for $28,000. We 
could possibly put in a splash pad in Eljer. The chemicals can be difficult to deal with 
because we recycle the water. The Eljer splash pad would be like a hose running all of the
time. It would be cheaper for this idea instead of recycling the water because of the cost 
with the chemicals. Mrs. Milroy questioned the area, if it would be large enough to place 
the splash pad. Mrs. Morris said there is lot of room. Mr. Andrako said we have had 
issues of vandalism at the park and the splash pad would draw the attention of the people 
and hopefully lessen the vandalism at Eljer. Mrs. Milroy asked how soon the City would 
know if they received the grant funds. Mr. Andrako said it would probably be in 
September when he found out if he was awarded the funds. She also thought this was a 
great idea. 

3) Possible Park Tour with commission- Mrs. Milroy asked if we would like to have a 
Park Tour.  She said we could put it off until the weather gets a little warmer.

4) Rotation for the Park Assignments- Mrs. Milroy emailed out the rotation for the parks. 
She asked that they please take a look at the rotation. 

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners:

Mrs. Milroy welcomed Mr. Ross to the commission.

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:15 p.m.


