
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
MARCH 16, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Carrie Milroy at 7:04 p.m.

Members present: Carrie Milroy, Scott Ross, Mark Reams, Avanelle Oberlin, Emma Romine, 
Steve Prothero, Betty Brewer

Others Present: Michael Andrako Brodie Rockenbaugh, Amanda Morris, Kane Godfrey

Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the February 16, 2016 were approved as presented.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako reported that last meeting they discussed a 
nature works grant he was going to apply for at Eljer Park. We have $15,000 in the 2016 budget 
for some enhancements. He said we did not list what enhancements that would be. If he gets the 
grant, which could range from $20,000 to $25,000, he will combine it with the budgeted amount.
He said that will give us between $35,000 and $40,000 to enhance the concrete area that we 
discussed. It had been mentioned doing a splash pad, but after discussions that would be better 
doing it another year as an enhancement. Another option we are considering is a dedicated Pickle
ball Court. There is enough room to make it a Pickle Ball Court and it is becoming more popular 
with people requesting it. He added that it is popular with the ageing demographic. 

Mr. Ross asked what is pickle ball? Mr. Andrako said it is like ping pong on a tennis court.

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator: Mrs. Morris explained that Mr. Andrako passed out
the Parks & Recreations Activity Guide. She said they are just starting to get it into circulation 
and there is a rack card coming as well. She said the rack card will be an abbreviated piece that 
hi-lights the events. She said they printed 2000 guides and usually anywhere between 5000-8000
rack cards. She said the five year capital plan is a reflection of the five year master plan.

Report of Parks/Ground Superintendent: Mr. Rockenbaugh said they are trying to work on 
getting the ball fields ready for the season, and the deadline is the 28th. With the rain, they have 
been trying to let the public information know the status of the trails in a timely manner. He said 
that they have been attending training events. They are updating the partisans at the Mill Valley 
South restrooms.  We are working on replacing diggers at Mill Valley Central and Lewis Park, 
they failed a playground inspection recently, and they have been waiting on the right weather to 
get it replaced. On March 6th, we had a forced entry and vandalism at the pool. We also had 
some graffiti in the upper and lower part of the amphitheater. We were able to take care of that 
within 24 hours of it happening. This weekend we have Marsh Madness taking place at 
Schwarzkopf Park and on March 26th is the Howl at the Moon event which Chad Morse will be 
leading the group and discussing plants that are toxic to your pet. It will be a three mile hike 
beginning at the Bark Park and heading north to the prairie and then back. 



Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Emma Romine- Butterfly, Trinity and Greenwood Parks- she said all the parks look good, even 
though they are wet from all the rain that we have had. 

Steve Prothero-Mill Valley Central and Mill Valley South- He noticed the flooding. At Mill 
Valley Central, he noticed a drain popping up towards the playground and there was water either 
flowing to it or away from it but he could not tell. He asked Mr. Rockenbaugh if that is the drain 
that is supposed to take water away from the park. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated yes, it drains from 
the restrooms and the baseball fields. Mr. Prothero noticed that there is not enough slope there, 
there is still a lot of standing water. 

Mark Reams- Jim Simmons Trail & Reservoir- He hopes people have noticed that there are a lot 
of drainage issues on the trail. He said not when the water is flooding over from the creek, but 
down the trail there is a lot of drainage issues that were not established. He said hopefully we can
do some work on it this year. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated he would like to know where those spots 
are on the trail. Mr. Andrako said it would be good to get those spots inventoried and on the 
streets list. He added that the streets crew is always looking of projects when the weather turns. 
Mr. Prothero asked who closes the trail. Mr. Rockenbaugh answered we do. Mr. Reams 
mentioned where the daffodils were planted, have been covered up with limbs and brush. He 
cleared it up this afternoon along the first quarter mile. Mr. Reams said the Reservoir we are 
letting it drain right now. He asked if we are pumping any water into the reservoir.  Mr. Andrako 
said we are purposely drawing it down to construct the boat ramp improvements. Mr. Reams 
added so the water will be down this year. Mr. Andrako stated we plan on bidding it out the next 
couple weeks with construction starting early summer. 

Avanelle Oberlin- McCloud Park, Pool and American Legion Park- She has had a busy schedule 
and drove through or by the parks and they look good. Mr. Rockenbaugh said they will be 
draining down the pool in a couple of weeks to start sand blasting. Mr. Ross said he will email 
out the new list to make sure everyone has it. 

Scott Ross- Aldersgate- He drove by at the end of last week and it looked wet. Everything else 
looked to be in order. 

Betty Brewer- Lewis Park & Reservoir- She said the grass is starting to turn green, but the 
playground area looks a little bare, it needs some wood chips for them to play in there. She asked
if the restrooms were open in the parks yet. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated that it will probably the first
or second week in April before they open them. With regards to the reservoir she said the new 
railings were up around the fence line and that the rest seemed to be in order. 

Carrie Milroy- McCloud Park, Eljer Park- She asked if there were swings going up in McCloud 
Park. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated that it is coming down and the climber is still passing inspection. 

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items: Mr. Eric Herzog of Millcreek Cycle and Skate spoke.
Mr. Andrako mentioned the proposed changes to the skate park in 2018, and since he is a 
representative of the skate community, he has tentatively created a group of people called 



Friends at Eljer Skate Park. They are interested in working with a non-profit to raise funds, we 
may be able to supplement some money to help out with the changes to the skate park.  This 
would enable us to make it the latest and greatest skate park that we could have and make it a 
destination skate park as well. He said as things progress they will get with Mrs. Morris, they do 
have an initial meeting with some interested parties from the skate board community. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh attended this meeting and it went really well. Mrs. Morris said the interested in the
skate park is a good opportunity for us. They discussed the professional skate park builders 
around in the area. 

Chad Clarriage spoke to the Commission regarding putting in a BMX track in Marysville. He is 
one of the five track operators in the State of Ohio and he drives 40 mins to operate a track.  He 
said we are just a bicycle family and the skate park plays into it as well. He said they go over to 
the skate park and ride it all the time. He would definitely like to get a BMX race track put in. 
Ms. Milroy said that she was there when he presented the proposal the first time and the 
Commissions concern then was where to put the track, which has not changed. Mr. Ross asked if
they have looked at any designs since the last time he presented to the commission. Mr. Andrako
said the last time we heard the presentation we looked around at the different properties that the 
City owes, and we are always hearing we need more baseball fields, football fields etc. He said 
they did take a look at that and where we could put the track and parking. Mr. Clarriage said the 
park in Columbus, there are 130 parking spots and they are willing to let us park in the grass in 
the park for that weekend. 

Mr. Reams asked who owes the property that use to be called Airport Park. Mr. Andrako said he 
looked that up last time, it is the Union County Board of Commissioners. Mrs. Morris said one 
idea is to take the Master Plan and insert all these ideas and see where we can fit them in. Mr. 
Andrako said that the BMX track would be one they added to the Master Plan, because he feels 
that it would be an amenity that the community would benefit from. 

Agenda Items:

Discuss Co-ed Adult Softball League:  Ms. Hanson with the YMCA said she has been speaking
with Mrs. Morris and Mr. Emery. The YMCA has been running an adult Co-ed softball league 
for at least nine years. She said they have been looking at the programs they offer and with 
regards to adult leagues they have been cutting back, but the youth leagues seem to keep growing
drastically, so the space is limited. She said the City has picked up so many adult leagues that she
felt it was a great fit to propose to change this league over to the City. It was coming down to the
decision that we were going to discontinue the league. After meeting with Mr. Emery and Mrs. 
Morris, we thought that it would be a great fit, and we could do it together this year. She said we 
have already booked the fields and the YMCA would aid the City in whatever they could do to 
help. She said overall the program does net, we do run a summer and fall league. In the summer, 
we max out at 24 teams, the charge is $550.00 per team. The fall we max out at 16 teams, but we
average at least 12-16 teams. They have the fields booked the first of June to the middle of 
November in case we have some extra days that we need to make up. 

Mr. Ross said he is not sure how this will work between the relationships. Mrs. Morris said she 
was concerned because she plays in the league on Sundays and other members of the league 



were concerned if the league was going to happen or not. She said they have met with Finance 
and Mayor Rausch to see if this is a possibility for this year, because we were not budget wise, it 
was already set. Ms. Milroy asked if it is the same as taking on the adult volleyball leagues. Mrs. 
Morris answered yes. She thinks it would be a great addition to the City. Ms. Milroy agreed.

Mr. Reams said there is a lot of recreation planning in the Parks Master Plan, which this was one 
of the programs. 

Discuss Throwing Wall: Mr. Rockenbaugh said he is getting the pricing together and figuring 
out how to get to donations. He added that Eljer does have the place to support the throwing 
wall, and Mill Creek said there is places at the park, but we would need to make sure that we did 
not put it as a resistant for the flood water. Mr. Reams asked about someone being hit by a stray 
ball. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated they would have to put a net up to protect people walking on the 
trail or in the park. 

Discuss the Five Year Capital Plan: Mr. Andrako passed out a copy of the Five Year Capital 
Plan to the Commission members. He explained that we did switch Lewis Park for McCarthy 
Park this year. The McCarthy play structure this year and Lewis next year. The pool slide is 
underway and coming in under budget. Eljer is where we talked earlier about putting in the 
pickle ball court and the funding would be combined with the Natureworks Grant. Finally, 
Greenwood Park will be a new play structure that we will be installing. Mr. Ross asked where 
Greenwood Park is located. Mr. Andrako said it is off of State Route 38. 

Ms. Milroy said looking at 2017, she asked if the splash pad was something that you were 
thinking of moving into 2017. Mr. Andrako said we do have a playground replacement and it 
would make sense to do the playground with the splash pad. His suggestion was to move the 
playground structure and splash pad to 2018 and move the skate park to 2017. They are the same
amounts. The skate park improvements with the pickle ball court would make sense to do 
together. 

Mr. Andrako said the electrical maintenance/LED upgrades for $50,000 are changing the lights 
at Eljer to LED. That is the same amount of what the splash pad would be. He said if you want to
rename the project to the splash pad in 2018 that would be agreeable to the administration. He 
said those are his recommendations, and as you are looking through here you will notice a lot of 
playground structure and shelter replacements. It is important to do those and have those 
scheduled. Mr. Ross asked if we did not do the LED light would it make sense to push that to 
another year. Mr. Andrako said that is just an idea that we put out there of enhancing the original
lighting that is already out there. He does not feel that it is a necessity. Mr. Ross asked if the 
$50,000 would cover the splash pad or if he would need to do grant money as well. Mr. Andrako 
said he would leave it at $50,000. He said it would be $50,000 more in 2018 and less in 2017.

Mr. Reams mentioned the Master Plan containing basketball courts in Mill Valley South, but 
thinks that people would still need/use them. Ms. Milroy said that it was discussed and decided 
that the Mill Valley schools have courts that can be utilized. Mr. Andrako said we can add the 
basketball court as a need and assign a dollar figure to it. He thinks that we could get the base 
done in house so all we would have to is pay for the asphalt and the hoops. 



Mr. Andrako said he is taking a note of all the items that are discussed as needs. He mentioned 
next year you will notice that we have MacIvor Parking lot. He said once Kroger finishes with 
their construction and roadways that sight will be accessible. The City has a part of the property 
designated for parking area and the rest of the MacIvor Woods area is a reserve. Mr. Reams 
asked about all the paths that are out there being overgrown. He wondered if we were going to 
have a path that we would want everyone to use. Mr. Andrako said let’s just rename it to parking
lot and trails. He said we will be using as much City forces as we can to keep the costs down. 
Ms. Milroy asked if we can add $10,000 since we removed $50,000 from that year and make it 
$60,000 for parking lot and trails in MacIvor Woods. 

Mr. Andrako mentioned the money allotted for the American Legion Amphitheater is to reset the
benches some of them are leaning, but this is something we may want to get an estimate on the 
cost. 

Mr. Reams suggested over the next couple weeks, take a look at the parks and think about what 
might need to be added or replaced and write it down. 

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners: Ms. Oberlin mentioned that we should have more 
parks on the East side of town. Mr. Andrako said we currently do not own any land out that way.

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:37p.m.


