
PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION MINUTES
APRIL 19, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Scott Ross at 7:00 p.m.

Members present: Carrie Milroy, Scott Ross, Mark Reams, Avanelle Oberlin, Emma Romine, 
Steve Prothero, Betty Brewer

Others Present: Michael Andrako Brodie Rockenbaugh, Kane Godfrey

Approval of Minutes: The minutes for the March 15, 2016 were approved as presented.

Report of Public Service Director: Mr. Andrako gave an update on the pool slide. They have 
the foundation poured, and the construction of the slide shall be started soon. They just received 
the approved plans back and everything seems to be on schedule. It should be functional by the 
day that the pool opens. We also have a company that will be coming in to sand blast the bottom 
of the pool and repaint. When they repaint the pool the 25 meter lane lines will be reinstalled 
along with the 50 meter lanes. This will allow different clubs to come in and use our pool for 
practice on the 50 meters. 

Mr. Andrako also reported that he is trying to get information out on the Parks & Rec Master 
Plan.  We have discussed updating this plan, he is working on getting quotes from companies to 
update it. He discussed with the commission to make sure he has everything that they would like 
covered in the update on the Master Plan. He would like to send out a mailing survey to 
approximately 1,500 residents. He said it will take approximately 10 months from start to finish. 
He would like to make sure to include the Parks & Recreation Commission and Council. He is 
still researching the cost for the update. He discussed how the City would pick a public service 
contract, which is not like a normal bid contract and we pick the lowest bidder. He suggested that
if the Commission would like to review on of the master plans, Grove City would be his 
suggestion. Mr. Reams asked about the facilities that would be updated in the Master Plan. Mr. 
Andrako said he would like to include the YMCA and the Joint Rec in the Master Plan. 

Report of Events/Recreation Coordinator: Mr. Godfrey reported that we have had 62 passes 
sold online. Thursday night volleyball registration is full, we do have openings for Wednesday. 
Co-ed softball applications will be going out to the captains this week. This week is green and 
clean week, he explained that they will be giving out trees to the first 250 families in attendance. 
He also reported that the first Uptown Friday night will be May 20th.  The theme is Country Jam 
and it will be featuring Jacked Up. 

Mr. Andrako reported on the document shredding taking place on April 23, 2016 from 9am to 
noon located at the Police and Court building.  

Report of Parks/Ground Superintendent: Mr. Rockenbaugh said they working on getting the 
seasonal help line up. He said there were a couple of interviews for an ORW supervisor. He said 
they are going to be working on a large project with Boy Scout troops. They will be planting 
trees along the walkway to the pedestrian bridge. We have a Boy Scout named Evan Knolls that 



will be putting in the first maintained blue bird trail. There will be sixteen nest boxes paired up. 
He spoke with a class at Bunsold School and the local insects. Mr. Rockenbaugh also is speaking
to a Senior Group called Young at Heart, about nature. On Friday, we have our spring 
wildflower walk at Mill Valley Central. 

Commissioner's Reports on Individual Parks:

Emma Romine- Butterfly, Trinity and Greenwood Parks- she said all the parks look good and 
there was a lot of activity at the parks. 

Steve Prothero-Mill Valley Central and Mill Valley South- He said they looked pretty good and 
there was a good activity at the park. Mr. Rockenbaugh mentioned that all the bathrooms in the 
parks are opened. 

Mark Reams- Lewis Park- he noticed there were some games going on at the park, but no one is 
parking in the gravel lot yet. When will they be able to park there? Mr. Rockenbaugh answered it
should be relatively soon. Mr. Reams commented that the Football league has left their blocking 
slide out and the grass is starting to grow around it. Mr. Rockenbaugh said he has talked with 
them about it, and once they have the concession area completed there will be plenty of room to 
store it. 

Avanelle Oberlin- Bark Park- She enjoyed watching the dogs in the park. She asked about the 
orange fencing around the tunnel, is there construction going on there or is it closed off.  Mr. 
Rockenbaugh answered Ms. Oberlin’s question  but the audio was skipping. 

Scott Ross- Aldersgate- He drove by at the end of last week and it looked wet. Everything else 
looked to be in order. 

Betty Brewer- Lewis Park & Reservoir- She said the grass is starting to turn green, but the 
playground area looks a little bare, it needs some wood chips for them to play in there. She asked
if the restrooms were open in the parks yet. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated that it will probably the first
or second week in April before they open them. With regards to the reservoir she said the new 
railings were up around the fence line and that the rest seemed to be in order. 

Carrie Milroy- McCloud Park, Eljer Park- She asked if there were swings going up in McCloud 
Park. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated that it is coming down and the climber is still passing inspection. 

Citizens’ Comments Non-Agenda Items: Mr. Eric Herzog of Millcreek Cycle and Skate spoke.
Mr. Andrako mentioned the proposed changes to the skate park in 2018, and since he is a 
representative of the skate community, he has tentatively created a group of people called 
Friends at Eljer Skate Park. They are interested in working with a non-profit to raise funds, we 
may be able to supplement some money to help out with the changes to the skate park.  This 
would enable us to make it the latest and greatest skate park that we could have and make it a 
destination skate park as well. He said as things progress they will get with Mrs. Morris, they do 
have an initial meeting with some interested parties from the skate board community. Mr. 
Rockenbaugh attended this meeting and it went really well. Mrs. Morris said the interested in the



skate park is a good opportunity for us. They discussed the professional skate park builders 
around in the area. 

Chad Clarriage spoke to the Commission regarding putting in a BMX track in Marysville. He is 
one of the five track operators in the State of Ohio and he drives 40 mins to operate a track.  He 
said we are just a bicycle family and the skate park plays into it as well. He said they go over to 
the skate park and ride it all the time. He would definitely like to get a BMX race track put in. 
Ms. Milroy said that she was there when he presented the proposal the first time and the 
Commissions concern then was where to put the track, which has not changed. Mr. Ross asked if
they have looked at any designs since the last time he presented to the commission. Mr. Andrako
said the last time we heard the presentation we looked around at the different properties that the 
City owes, and we are always hearing we need more baseball fields, football fields etc. He said 
they did take a look at that and where we could put the track and parking. Mr. Clarriage said the 
park in Columbus, there are 130 parking spots and they are willing to let us park in the grass in 
the park for that weekend. 

Mr. Reams asked who owes the property that use to be called Airport Park. Mr. Andrako said he 
looked that up last time, it is the Union County Board of Commissioners. Mrs. Morris said one 
idea is to take the Master Plan and insert all these ideas and see where we can fit them in. Mr. 
Andrako said that the BMX track would be one they added to the Master Plan, because he feels 
that it would be an amenity that the community would benefit from. 

Agenda Items:

Discuss Co-ed Adult Softball League:  Ms. Hanson with the YMCA said she has been speaking
with Mrs. Morris and Mr. Emery. The YMCA has been running an adult Co-ed softball league 
for at least nine years. She said they have been looking at the programs they offer and with 
regards to adult leagues they have been cutting back, but the youth leagues seem to keep growing
drastically, so the space is limited. She said the City has picked up so many adult leagues that she
felt it was a great fit to propose to change this league over to the City. It was coming down to the
decision that we were going to discontinue the league. After meeting with Mr. Emery and Mrs. 
Morris, we thought that it would be a great fit, and we could do it together this year. She said we 
have already booked the fields and the YMCA would aid the City in whatever they could do to 
help. She said overall the program does net, we do run a summer and fall league. In the summer, 
we max out at 24 teams, the charge is $550.00 per team. The fall we max out at 16 teams, but we
average at least 12-16 teams. They have the fields booked the first of June to the middle of 
November in case we have some extra days that we need to make up. 

Mr. Ross said he is not sure how this will work between the relationships. Mrs. Morris said she 
was concerned because she plays in the league on Sundays and other members of the league 
were concerned if the league was going to happen or not. She said they have met with Finance 
and Mayor Rausch to see if this is a possibility for this year, because we were not budget wise, it 
was already set. Ms. Milroy asked if it is the same as taking on the adult volleyball leagues. Mrs. 
Morris answered yes. She thinks it would be a great addition to the City. Ms. Milroy agreed.



Mr. Reams said there is a lot of recreation planning in the Parks Master Plan, which this was one 
of the programs. 

Discuss Throwing Wall: Mr. Rockenbaugh said he is getting the pricing together and figuring 
out how to get to donations. He added that Eljer does have the place to support the throwing 
wall, and Mill Creek said there is places at the park, but we would need to make sure that we did 
not put it as a resistant for the flood water. Mr. Reams asked about someone being hit by a stray 
ball. Mr. Rockenbaugh stated they would have to put a net up to protect people walking on the 
trail or in the park. 

Discuss the Five Year Capital Plan: Mr. Andrako passed out a copy of the Five Year Capital 
Plan to the Commission members. He explained that we did switch Lewis Park for McCarthy 
Park this year. The McCarthy play structure this year and Lewis next year. The pool slide is 
underway and coming in under budget. Eljer is where we talked earlier about putting in the 
pickle ball court and the funding would be combined with the Natureworks Grant. Finally, 
Greenwood Park will be a new play structure that we will be installing. Mr. Ross asked where 
Greenwood Park is located. Mr. Andrako said it is off of State Route 38. 

Ms. Milroy said looking at 2017, she asked if the splash pad was something that you were 
thinking of moving into 2017. Mr. Andrako said we do have a playground replacement and it 
would make sense to do the playground with the splash pad. His suggestion was to move the 
playground structure and splash pad to 2018 and move the skate park to 2017. They are the same
amounts. The skate park improvements with the pickle ball court would make sense to do 
together. 

Mr. Andrako said the electrical maintenance/LED upgrades for $50,000 are changing the lights 
at Eljer to LED. That is the same amount of what the splash pad would be. He said if you want to
rename the project to the splash pad in 2018 that would be agreeable to the administration. He 
said those are his recommendations, and as you are looking through here you will notice a lot of 
playground structure and shelter replacements. It is important to do those and have those 
scheduled. Mr. Ross asked if we did not do the LED light would it make sense to push that to 
another year. Mr. Andrako said that is just an idea that we put out there of enhancing the original
lighting that is already out there. He does not feel that it is a necessity. Mr. Ross asked if the 
$50,000 would cover the splash pad or if he would need to do grant money as well. Mr. Andrako 
said he would leave it at $50,000. He said it would be $50,000 more in 2018 and less in 2017.

Mr. Reams mentioned the Master Plan containing basketball courts in Mill Valley South, but 
thinks that people would still need/use them. Ms. Milroy said that it was discussed and decided 
that the Mill Valley schools have courts that can be utilized. Mr. Andrako said we can add the 
basketball court as a need and assign a dollar figure to it. He thinks that we could get the base 
done in house so all we would have to is pay for the asphalt and the hoops. 
Mr. Andrako said he is taking a note of all the items that are discussed as needs. He mentioned 
next year you will notice that we have MacIvor Parking lot. He said once Kroger finishes with 
their construction and roadways that sight will be accessible. The City has a part of the property 
designated for parking area and the rest of the MacIvor Woods area is a reserve. Mr. Reams 
asked about all the paths that are out there being overgrown. He wondered if we were going to 



have a path that we would want everyone to use. Mr. Andrako said let’s just rename it to parking
lot and trails. He said we will be using as much City forces as we can to keep the costs down. 
Ms. Milroy asked if we can add $10,000 since we removed $50,000 from that year and make it 
$60,000 for parking lot and trails in MacIvor Woods. 

Mr. Andrako mentioned the money allotted for the American Legion Amphitheater is to reset the
benches some of them are leaning, but this is something we may want to get an estimate on the 
cost. 

Mr. Reams suggested over the next couple weeks, take a look at the parks and think about what 
might need to be added or replaced and write it down. 

Comments of Citizens: 

Comments of Individual Commissioners: Ms. Oberlin mentioned that we should have more 
parks on the East side of town. Mr. Andrako said we currently do not own any land out that way.

Adjournment: There being no further business to come before the Parks & Recreation 
Commission, the meeting adjourned at 8:37p.m.


